HISTORY OF TRANSPLANTING BIGHORN SHEEP AND MOUNTAIN GOATS - ALBERTA
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BIGHORN SHEEP

A totn] of 43% bighom sheep (CWs camadensis) have boon ransplanted from Alberin io ihe wesicrn staics and
British Columbia during 24 separate eaptures (Table |, Fig. 1), The earliest recorded wansplant was in 1922
when 12 amimnls captured in Banff National Park were trassponied 1o the National Bison Range in Montann
(Rognrud 1983), Followeng that transplant, offorts were concentraled prior bo the "Depression®, dunng the 1960,
the early 1970%% and over the lnst 7 years (Table 1); the mogt recent activity coinciding with the incressad
involvement of sporismen's groups such ac the Foundation for Morth American Wikd Sheep. The majority of
seree herds have been located in Alberta's 3 moantsin Nations] Parks (Bandl, Jasper and Walesion Malional
Parks scoount for 16/2] tansplants), However, since 1989, bighoms kave been provided from | provincisl berd
located on Cardinal River Coals Lid. reclaimed coal mining anea, resulting in 125 animals being transplanied
during 4 captures (Table 1). According 1o these procesdings, Albenta is the only state or province ot Lo have
received bigham sheep from other jurisdictions.  All historic ranges within the province are considersd 10 ba
occupied at the present time.

MOUNTAIN GOATS

In contrast to the history of bighom sheep trensplant activity in the province, Alberta has been a net importer of
moumninin goats (Chreammns amerfoany), The exrficst meorded tansplants oocurmed in 1924 when 4 and 6
animals were tansplanted from BaniT Mational Park o British Columbia snd South Dakotas, respectively (Table 2,
Fig. 2} It wasn'l uatil almost 50 years bater (1972) dal ransplanting actvty resumed Tor thas specees, when 7
nnimaks were moved within west central Alberin (Table 2). Singe 1986, an sdditionnl 93 mountain poais have
been released in southem Alberin in am effort 10 restock historical mage. British Columbia has provided the
majoridy of the animals iransplanted in recent times (S873), with west central Allberta being the source of the
rmemuning animals (Toable 2},
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Fig. 1. Translocations of bighom sheep rom Alberia, 1922 - 1985
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Fig. 2. Trenslocations of mountain goats to and from Alberta. 1824 - 1895
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Tabla 1. Rocky Mountain bigham sheep transplanted from Albaera, 1822-1895.

Ymar Mo, Cirigin Diestination Redmmnce
1922 12 Banlf WP i Bmon Range Montsna Rognmud 1883
T 1] Banlf MP Spences Brdge (Themaaan R.), B.C. Ghedlox & Gtolfox 1993
182y 0 danff NP Squilme, naar Chaess, B.C. Steliny £ Stoliox 1993
1828 14 Banll HP Wichiia Mina., Okdahoma Shediox & Stoflcx 1893
1042 & Bmnif NP Pacoa Wildomnoss, Nl Emnd 1087
1040 3 Banlf MNP Handia Mina. Mew Madoo Sand 1967
16841 3 Banfl NP Sancha Mins New Mesooo Sand 1067
1042 3 Banl NP Sandia Mina. New Madso Sand 1067
18481 12 Gheep . South Dakota Wishan 1861
1064 10 Banff NP Turksy Creek, My Mo Sand 1087
1865 15 Blanif NP Pecos Wilkdemess, NM Sand 1687
1068 20 Widrhm Bigx Elder Canyon, Litah itah Wildl Resources fles
1088 10 Bianff WP Whesled Paak, New Mexico Larsasii 1670
170 12 Jaspar NP Frasar Canyan, B.C, Stuifox & Stelfox 1063
1870 24 Banlf MNP Chatls he. Forest, ID Sanifox & Steifox 1083
187D ] Banlf NP BoxEldar Camyon, Litah Litah Wild, Resaunces fes
1871 a0 Jumpar MNP Uipper Hells Camryon, Oregan Siwtfox & Steifox 1663
1871 20 Jaspar NP LosSne Rkar, Ouegon Woody 1071
12 18 Wﬂl‘l‘lp‘.‘ﬂ# Hall ML, Washingtan  Johnbcn 1983
1873 T Winierion Fort Wingmte, Kid Sandovel 1878

Lakes MP
gl 20 Cadomin Ruby Mounisne, Nevada Albarta Mat. Rea. Serv. fles
1600 25 Cadoman Rty Maunisines, Mevads —
1803 3 Cadomin Ruby Mountsine, Nevaca 3
1505 40 Cinchiairan Snake Rbver, Ooegon F
TOTAL 458

Tabio 2. Mountain goat transplants n Albarta, TR24-1855.

Hesd M, Hghwood Rangs, AR

Ymar Mo, Cngin Destinobon Reletencn
1824 d Banf! kP Sharw Gk Gama Ressre, Sbodfox & Stolfox 1852
Vancouver s, B.G.
1924 g Bandt kP Biack Hils, 5. Dakola Richandson 1871
1972 T Gox Cits Shunda Mountain (Mordegg), AR Clumsddaig of . 1973
{Grandn Cacha), AR
1880 2 Cow Ridgo Pickbajar Lakes, (Highwood Range), AB ~ Smith 1588
{Grande Cache), AB
1087 g - Bauth Livingstona Range, AB Smith 1087
1968 2 F 7 Ross 1992
1882 . Mourit Hamed = Rioss 1862
(Grande Cache), AR
1993 21 l:-ql'ulld'll-'lll'lﬂl. wm Joargensan 1
Lilloat, B.C. (Highwood Rangs), A8 e
1883 1 e South Livingstona Ranpge, AR
4 Whilts Rivied, B.C. b :
1884 8 i) " I
1645 id Hingnut, B.C.

Mooss Mt, B.C.




Table 2. Continued.

ear ko, Cirigin Cestinobon Reletance
10 Maound Hamad Mihahi Ridgs, (Highwood Ranga), AR N
[Granda Cacha), AB
10 Chne Rivar = -
[mear Nerdegg), AB
& White Rivar, B.C Bamaly Ridga, AB i
Tolal 11E
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